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going discussion is that we may hold five of the Platonic Epistles genuine, 
viz., iii, iv, vii, viii, xiii, that we must reject five, viz., i, ii, v, vi, xii, and 
that the remaining three, ix, x, and xi, must be left doubtful." 

The very statement of this result ought, it would seem, to give the 
critic pause ; for it raises more questions than it purports to solve. Above 
all, one is tempted to ask how so heterogeneous a collection — for even a 
superficial glance at the series of Epistles will show that it is a collection 
deliberately made for a purpose — could have come into existence if more 
than half of its constituent members was spurious and the remainder 
genuine. Our author's explanations fail to carry conviction; for they do 
not touch upon the vital points. Unfortunately for the success of Mr. 
Hackforth's study, but most fortunately for those who are seriously in- 
terested in the question of which he treats, another scholar about the 
same time opened up an entirely new vista by addressing himself to the 
more fundamental problem of the existence and purpose of the collection 
itself. I refer, of course, to the essay of Professor Otto Immisch, then of 
Giessen, now of Konigsberg, " Der erste platonische Brief" (mit einer 
Einleitung uber den Zwech und einer Yermutung uber die Entstehung 
der platonischen Brief sammlung) , in Philogus, LXXII. (N. F. XXVI., 
pp. 1-41). It is not too much to say that the whole question must be re- 
opened and the results of renewed studies awaited before we can pro- 
nounce upon the genuineness of the collection; although I am as 
thoroughly convinced of its spuriousness now as I was eighteen years ago 
when I published my " Pseudoplatonica." 

W. A. Heidel. 
Wesleyan University. 

J. 0. Fichtes Werhe in sechs Banden, mit drei Bildnissen Fichtes, heraus- 

gegeben und eingeleitet von Professor Dr. Fritz Medicus. ca. 4500 pp. 

in 4°. Leipzig : Fritz Eckardt und Felix Meiner. 

" Neoromanticism " is one of the most favored catchwords of modern 
thought in Germany. Springing from the very midst of this new move- 
ment a young German publisher, Fritz Eckardt, undertook some years ago 
to prepare a new edition of the classics of German philosophy in the early 
nineteenth century: Fichte, Schelling, Schleiermacher, Hegel — the ro- 
manticists in philosophy. These new Eckardt-editions, combined with the 
well-known editions of the " Philosophische Bibliothek " (formerly Diirr) 
have been taken over by another publishing house, that of Dr. Felix Meiner. 

The Fichte-edition has just been finished in memory of the — appar- 
ently little noticed — one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of Fichte's birth 
(May 19, 1912). The only heretofore existing Fichte-edition, published 
by J. H. Fichte, has become rare. Moreover, it was full of inaccuracies 
and misprints, and the demand for a new edition became so great as al- 
most to be an urgent necessity. The new edition, with its careful text, 
tries to meet this demand. It is, however, not quite complete. A few of 
the less important writings by Fichte, especially those of a biographical 
nature, have been omitted. All his other writings appear unabridged and 
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in chronological order. The paging of the earlier Fichte-edition has been 
followed in the new, so that references relating to the former may readily 
be looked up in the latter. Finally, a very detailed index, which amounts 
almost to a Fichte dictionary, and an instructive introduction, both by 
Fritz Medicus, one of our best Fichte scholars, form an addition which 
is not the least important feature of the work. 

GtJNTHER JACOBY. 

Griefswald University. 
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